David Mackenzie passed away on 26 February 2016, in his beloved city of Santiago de Compostela where he had lived since his retirement from University College Cork in 2008. David first visited Santiago, by chance he said, in his teenage years but so thoroughly did he fall in love with the city, the Galician language and culture that he returned there practically every year of his life. He was born in Sutton-in-Ashfield (Nottinghamshire) on 8 September 1943, but it was Celtic blood that coursed through his veins: his family was of Scottish ancestry and he spent the majority of his professional life in Ireland before retiring to Galicia. project where new computer-aided methodologies were to be employed for the first time in the field of Spanish-language studies. David was rather surprised to discover that he was one of the very few European-based scholars to attend the Seminary's workshop, but it was a relationship that was to endure for the rest of his life. In addition to his role as associate editor of the Alfonsine Although David maintained his interest in medieval Castilian and Aragonese language and literature throughout his life, the study and promotion of Galician came to occupy more and more of his time in the latter part of his career. During his tenure at the University of Birmingham in 1991, with the support of the Xunta de Galicia, he founded and directed the Centro dos Estudos Galegos and the accompanying Cátedra de Estudos Galegos, the first time a professorship at this level had been created outside of Galicia. Such was the appreciation for David's efforts on behalf of the Galician language that, upon his move to UCC in 1996, the Xunta again supported the creation of a centre, and the Irish Centre for Galician Studies was inaugurated in 1997. David was also responsible for the creation of UCC's Centre for Mexican Studies. I first met David in October 1978, in my freshman year at the New University of Ulster, where he was assigned as my advisor. His advice to me then, upon our first meeting, was to "never stop reading", words that he himself lived by: although not the most prolific of authors, David never stopped reading. His apartment in Santiago was littered with heavily annotated copies of editions, critical works and poetry translations (both into and out of Galician), and any manuscript submitted to him for consideration for publication by the HSMS was returned with a wealth of comments, suggestions and criticisms.
In Santiago de Compostela, he was a gracious and generous host, provided one could adapt to his daily routine. All outings, either morning, afternoon or evening, began and ended in El Quijote restaurant where David's quixotic approach to life was countered by the Sanchoesque forbearance of Manolo, the ever-patient owner. David took great pride and pleasure in showing visitors around the city, with frequent stops at the many bars and restaurants where he was warmly received. He was indeed a son of the city of Santiago, a true compostelán.
A funeral service was held for David in Santiago at the beginning of March. He is survived by his three children, Alexander, Felix and Niamh.
